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NOTES ON THE NORTHERN PALZEARCTIC BULLFINCHES.

By LEONIIARD STEJNEGER.

When, at the request of Mr. Lucien M. Turner, five years ago, I ex-
amined the type of Pyrriula cassini (BAIRD) and wrote for his report
on the Birds of Alaska an article on the subject, the collection of the
United States National Museum was rather deficient in Old World
Pyrrivde, so that I had to go by descriptions and figures only. Since
then the Musceum has received many valuable additions to its Palwaretic
collection, among which a pair of the Siberian Gray Bullfinch (Pyrrhula
cincracea CAB.) which prove to me, beyond doubt, that my conclusions
arrived at five vears ago were quite correct, viz, that the type-specimen
of Pyrrhula cassini is a female, notwithstanding the statement of the
collector to the contrary, and, furthermore, that it is the female of the
species which subsequently was named Pyrrhula cineracea.

I shall not repeat here the reasons upon which I then based my con-
clusions ; nor will a very detailed comparison be necessary now. Suf-
fice it to say that the type-specimen, U. S. National Museum, No.
49955, collected at Nulato, Alaska, January, 1867, by Prof. W. H.
Dall, agrees very well with a female of I’ cineracea, U. S. National
Museum, No. 101978, collected at Onon, Siberia, January 11, 1873, by
Dr. B. Dybowski. The general coloration of the plumage both above
and underneath is identical, the only difference 1 can conceive being
the faint rosy wash near the tips of the car-coverts of the former. The
type of I. cassini lacks the red spot on the outer web of the inner-
most tertial, a feature characteristic of . cineracea, though our speci-
men of the latter has a faint indication of this spot. The white spot
on the outer pair of tail-feathers is the same in both specimens, but
in the Onon specimen it is confined to the iuner web, while in that from
Alaska it also occupies the whole of the adjoining part of the outer web.
In addition the following comparative measureents are appended :

No. 49855 type of  No.101978 Q P.

P. eassini; Nu- cineracea;
lato, January Onon,Junu-
10, 1867. l ary 11, 1873.
| |
1 mm mm.
Y806 6 00 060600000000 oCEEREEEEE00 soso0d Beooaoosscosa 90 85
Tail-feathers ........ 68 64
Exposed culmen ...... 0000050 9 10
ATSUS - ee e e i et i 18

Since I made the first determination I have also had the opportunity
of examining the type of P. cassini with a female of Taczanowski’s P,
kamtschatica, but the latter is much clearer gray, and has the band across
the wing much broader and whiter.
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It may thus be regarded as fairly proven, that the suspicious of
Dresser (B. of Ear., 1V, p. 100), and Cabanis and Dybowski (J. f. Orn.,
1874, p. 40), were well founded, and the name given by Professor Baird
in 1869 will consequenntiy take the precedence over that bestowed upon
the speeies by Professor Cabanis three years later. The following syn-
onym will be found to contain most of the important referenees.

Pyrrhula cassini (BAIRD).

1826.— Pyrriinla rudbicille PALLAS, Zoogr. Ross. As., 11, p. 7 (@ part.).

1869.—Pyrrhula coccinea var. cassini Bairp, Trauns. Chicag. Acad., I, 1869 (p. 316),—
DaLL & BaNxist,, Tr. Chic. Ac., I, 1869, p. 231.

187L.—Pyrrhula cassini TRISTRAM, Ibis, 1871, p. 231.—F1xscn, Abh. Ver. Bremen, I1I,
1072, p. 54.—Taczax., J. f. Orn., 1873, p. 95.—CaBaN., J. f. Orn., 1873, p.
315.—B. Br. & RipGw., H. N. Am. B, I, p. 457 (1874).—DyBow., J. f. Orn.,
1374, p. 39.—DRESSER, B. of Eur., 1V, p. 100 (1876).

1872.—Pyrrhula cineracca CABANIS, Journ. f. Orn., 1872, p. 316.—Id., tbid., 1873, p. 314,
—Id., ibid., 1877, p. 223.—Dynow., J. f. Orn., 1874, p. 40.—SEvERZOW, J. f.
Orn., 1875, p. 173.—TAczaN., J. f. Orn., 1875, p. 254.—Il., ibid., 1531, p, 185, —
Id., Bull. Soc. Zool. ¥France, 1876, p. 183.—Id., ibid., 1880 (p. 133).—DRES-
SER, B.of Enr., IV, p. 100 (part) (1876).—HOMEYER, J. f. Oru., 1579, p,
178 —STEJNEGER, N. Mag. Naturv., 1881, p. 115.—Bowrav, J. f. Orn., 1582,
p. 334,

FIGURES.,

Trans. Chicag. Acad., I, 1869, pl. xxix, fig. 1.

J. f. Orn., 1874, pl. i.

Bairp, Brew. & Ripcw., Hist. N. Am. B., I, pl. xxiii, fig. 11 (1874).

For completeness’ sake I add below the synonyms of the other spe-
cies inhabiting the Northern Pal@arctic Region, the geographical dis-
tribution of which is very curions.

In the western portions of Central and Southern Europe the smaller
form of the Red-breasted Bullfineh is the breeding bird, while the true
Pyrrhule pyrriula is more northern and eastern. The former is very
seldom found within the breeding territory of the latter, although I
shot a specimen in Western Norway (now in the University Mnseum
in Christiania, Norway), while the large form, in winter, invades the
region oeenpied by . europewa. P. pyrrhula seems to go as far east as
Transbaicalia, to the river Onon, east of Lake Baikal, Eastern Siberia,
where its place is occupied by P. eassini (cineracea), in which the male
is entirely gray withont any trace of red. Iow far east and north this
species reaches is not known,* but it is not improbable that it has a
range somewhat resembling that of Motacilla ocularis SWINHOE. Nor
is the north-castern limit of P. pyrrhule kuown; all we ean say is, that

* Dresser states that he has examined a specimen of P. major [ P. pyrrhula] from
Ussuri, collected by Dybowski. This is probably the same one referred to by Taec-
zanowski, Journ. f. Orn., 1875, p. 254, and may be an accidental visitor only (cf. also
Ibis, 1874, p. 463). Both species oceur in Kultuk, Darasun, and Danria. According
to Severzow I’. cineracea [ cassing] occurs as far west as Turkestan, and Mr, Seebohm
kindly informs me that hie has specimens from the Altai Mountains and Krasnoyarsk.,
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there is no record of its having been collected at or near the Asiatic
shores of the Pacific or Bering Sea. Dat in Kamtschatka, again, we
find a red-breasted form which, in general coloration, is extremely like
the true P. pyrrhula, the males only differing by the greater width and
the purer white of the alar band. This form, which Taczanowski has
named P. kamtschatica, is apparently separated from the western red-
breasted allies by the interposition of P. cassini, which is so remark-
ably distinet by the eutire absence of red in the male.

If we consider oniy the females we are confronted, however, with a
somewhat different problem, for it will be found that the western form,
P. pyrrhula, represents the brownest phase, and the Kamtschatkan sub-
species the grayest extremity, while the female P. cassini, intermediate
as it appears geographically, is also intermediate in coloration, being
grayer than . pyrriula, but browner than P. kamtschatica.

Pyrrhula pyrrhula (Lixx.).

1758, — Loxia pyrrhula LINN., Syst. Nat., 10 ed., I, p. 171.

1780.— Pyrrhula rubicilla SCHIFFER, Mus, Orn., p. 30 (nec Loria rubicilla GULDENST.,
1775, nec Coccothraustes r. GILL, 1731),—ParLas, Zoogr. Ross. As., II, p. 7
(1826).—HOMEYER, J. . Orn,, 1879, p. 175.—Id., 1bid., 1280, p. 154.—RADDE,
Orn. Caucas., p. 180 (1=84).

1823, —Pyrrhuda vulgaris Breust, Lehrb, Eunr. Vig., p. 172 (nec TEMM. 1820).—MID-
DEND. Sibir. Reise [ (p. 149) (i253).—NiLssoN, Skand. TFauna, Fogl. 3
ed. T, p. 524 (1758).—RADDE, Reis. 8iid. Ost-Sibir. I, (p. 134) (1862). —FINsCH,
Zool. Bot. Ges. Wien, 1279, p. 21i.—HoMEYER and TANCRE, Mittl. Orn.
Ver. Wien, 1833, No. 5, p. 28.—Surpony, Brit. B. Eggs, IL, p. 51 (1823).

1331.—Pyrrhula mujor Breny, Handb. Vig. Deutschl., p. 252.—DRrESSER, B. of Euv,,
IV, p. 97 (1876).—NEewTOoN, Yarr., Brit. B., 4 ed. II, p. 170 (1~77).—
STEINEGER, N. Mag. Naturv., 1251, pp. 115, 117,

1342, — Pyrrrhula coccinea pE SELYS, Faune Belge (p. 79) (nec Lmberiza coccincea GMEL.
17337)—DEGLAND, Orn. Eur., 1 ed. I, p. 137 (1349).—DuGL. & GERBE, Orn.
Eur., 2 ed. I, p. 251 (1367).—Tr1sTrAM, Ibis, 1571, p. 232.—1d., J. f. Orn.
1871, p. 316.—T'aczax., J. f. Orn., 1573, p. 95.—Id , ibid., 1574, p. 336.—Id.,
ibid., 1875, p. 254.—Id., Bull. Soe. Zool. France, 1876, p. 182.

1849, — Pyrrhula rulgaris major TEMM, & SCHLEG., Faun, Jap. Av., p. 91.—SEEBOH),
Br. B. Eggs, 11, p. 52 (1333).

1854.— Pyrrhula pyrriule L1ICHITENSTEIN, Nom. Mus. Berol., p. 48.

1871.— Pyrrhula rubicilla f3. coccinea Duno1s, Consp. Av. Eur., p. 12,

1873.—Pyrrhula cassini TaczaNxowskl, J. f. Orn., 1373, p. 95 (nec BAIRD).

1877.— Pyrrhula linnei MaLM, Giteb. och Bohusl. Fauana, p. 194.

Pyrrhula pyrrhula europeea (VIEILL.).

1781.— Coccothraustes rubicilla GiLL, Rom. Orn., I, p. 153 (nec Loxia rubicilla GULD.
1775).— Pyrrhula rabicilla BoNap., Consp. Av., I, p. 525 (1851) (nec SCUAFFER,
1789).—TRISTRAM, Ibis, 1871, p. 232.—Id., J. f. Orn., 1871, p. 316.

1787.—Loxia pyrrhula LaTiian, Suppl. Synops., I, p. 235 (nec LINN. 1758).

1783.—?Emberiza coccinea GMELLIN. Syst. Nat., I, p. 873.

1816.— Pyrrhula ewropa V1EILL., N. Diet. ’H. Nat., IV, p. 226.—LeacH, Sys. Cat. M.
B. Brit. Mus., p. 13 (1216).—DEGLAND, Orn. Eur.,, 1 ed., 1, p. 185(1849).—DREs-
SER, B. of Eur., IV, p. 101 (1576).—NEWTON, Yarr., Brit. B., 4 ed. 11, p.
166 (1377).—STEJNEGER, N. Mag. Naturv,, 1831, p. 113.
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1:16.— Pyrrhiula rufe Kocu, Bair, Zool., I, p. 227,

1520, —Pyrrhnla vulgaris TEMM., Maun. d'Ora., 2 ed., I, p. 350.—pE SELYS, Faune Belge
(p. 77) (1~42).—DrcrLaND and GeERBE, Orn, Eur., 2 ed., I, p. 250 (167).

1=31.—Pyrrhouda germanica BrEnM, Handb. Vog. Deutsehl., p. 252.—HOMEYER, J. f.
Orn., 1379, p. 177.

1s31L.—Pyrrhala peregrina BreUM., Haudb., Vog. Deutsehl., p. 253.—HOMEYER, J. f.
Orn., 1520, p. 154,

1239.— Pyrrhula pileata MacGILL., Hist. Brit. B., I, p. 107,

1849, — Pyrrbinla vulgaris minor TEMM. & SCHLEG., Faun., Jap. Av., p. 91.

1355, — Pyrrhula miner BREHM, Naumanuia, 1355, p. 276.

1:56.— Pyrrhula coccinea a rabdicilla Boxar., Cat. Parzud., p. 4.

Pyrrhula pyrrhula kamtschatica (Tacz.).

1326.—Pyrrhula rubicilla PaLLAS, Zoogr. Ross. As.,, IT, p. 7 (part), (rec GULD.).—
KiTtTLITZ, Denkwiivd., I, p. 322 (1852).

1332, —Pyrrhnla kamtschatica TaczaNowskl, Bull. Soc. Zool. France, 1882, p. 395.
Journ. f. Orn., 1334, p. 403 (1585).

1333.—Pyrrhula kamtschatkensis Dynowski, Bull. Soc. Zool. France, 1333, p. 367.

1824.—Pyrrhula rabicilla kamtschatkensis DYow. & Taczax., Bull. Soe. Zool. Fr.,
1834, p. Extr., p. 2.

1=35.—Pyrrhula pyrrhula kamtschatica STEJNEGER, Res, Orn. Explor. Kamteh., p. 322.

1887.—Pyrrhla vulgaris kamtschatica SEEBONN, Ibis, 1887, p. 101.

Since eompiling the Synopsis of Kamtschatkan birds (1. ¢.), I have
received from my friend Capt. J. I&. Hunter four speeimens of the pres-
ent bird, three males and one female. Considering the apparent isola.
tion of its habitat it is rather astonishing to find it so closely allied to
P. pyrrhula. The ditterentiation, however, is like that of most of the
peculiar Kamtschatkan forms, the eolor being purer and the white more
extended, in this partienlar case espeeially on the wing-band. The red
of the under parts ean be matched by Scandinavian speeimens, but the
ear-coverts show more of that peculiar silvery gloss so highly developed
in the Japanese species, P. griseiventris. The females ditfer more from
the western form, the back being nearly a pure cinereous with the
faintest possible wash of brownish on the lower back. In both sexes
the red spot on the innertertial is present, though on an average some-
what paler than in trne P. pyrrhula. In size the present form appears
to be intermediate between P.pyrrhula and P. europwa, as evidenced
by the tollowing

Measurements.

U.$. Nat. Sex . ! Tail. | Ex- . Ee
Mas.  Collector.  and Locality. Date. Wing, | feath- posed S witeh
b | age. | ers. culmen. "7° dll
ITunter ... [ q ski 84 1 70 9 18 18
. 92 69 9.5 Y Usoosooos
83 67 10 18 19
110014 87 G5 9 W |icocaoos
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Pyrrhula griseiventris LAFR.

12335.— Pyrrhale vulgaris TeyyiNck, Man, d'Orn., 2 ed., I11, p. 243 (part).

1841, —Lyrrhiula griseiventris LAFRESNAYE, Rev, Zool,, 1341, Aug., p. 241.—SWINHOE,
P. Z. 8., 1571, p. 3G,

1844.—Spermophila griscoventris Gray, Gen. B., 11, p. 336.

1349, — Pyrrhula orientalis TEMM. & SCHLEG., Faun. Jap. Aves, p. 91.—BONAPARTE.
Consp. Av., I, p. 525 (1850).—BLAKIST., Ibis, 1262, p. 323.—1d., Chrysanth.,
1283, Febr., p. —. Id., Am. List B. Jap., p. 64 (1584).—WnitELY, Ibis, 167,
p- 203.—SwINuor, Ibis, 1874, pp. 160, 463.—Taczax.,, J. f. Orn., 1576, p. 200.
—1Id., Bull. Soc. Zool. France, 1376, p. 183.—BLAKIST. & PRYER, Ibis, 1873,
p. 246.—T1id., Tr. As. Soc. Jap., VIII, 1230, p. 235.—TIid., ibid., X, 1382, p. 176.—
BoLau, J. f. Orn., 1350, p. 126.—Id., ibid., 1832, p. 335.—Jouy, Proc. U. .
Nat. Mus., VI, p. 293 (1333).

1860.—Lyrriwela vulgaris var. orientalis SCURENCK, Reis. Amurl., I, p. 291 (1860).—
I’rzewarski, Putesch. Ussuri, (No. 53) (1370).

1876.—Pyrrhula cineracea DRESSER, B. of Eur., IV, p. 100 (part).

1882.— Pyrrhula rosacea Stesoun, Ibis, 1882, p. 371. Journ. f. Orn., 1884, p. 409
(1=35).—Braxisrt,, Chrysanth., 15822, p. 474.—1d., ibid., 1833, Jan., p. 36.—Id.
ibid., Feb., p. —. —.Id., Amend. List B. Jap., p. 64 (1834).

1887.— Pyrrhula orientalis rocacea SEEBOHM, Ibis, 1537, p. 101.

¢ Pyrrhula pyrrhuloides TEMM.”, Mus. Acad. Philada.

FIGURES.

TEMMINCK et SCHLEGEL, Fauna Japonica, Aves, pl. liii.
GouLp, B. As,, pt. V, pl.—(1353).

Measurements.

I | El
@ @
=) g B
2 g £ 2
= | R . Collector Z q £, °
Z Museum and No. TN = Locality. Date. %13 R
< } =) A -
z w ‘ =1l e B
2l ol { ¥ = A =
O | /7] | 5 om R =
1 | U.S. Nat. 1101993‘ Jouy, 1630.. (J)ad.| Nikko, Hondo.......... 83 64 9.5
2 | U.S. Nat.91339..) Jony, 812... o ad..| Tate Yam>, Hopndo . 80 59 10
3 | Christiania, N ..| Petersen, 4 .| < ad..| Yamato, Kiusin ..... 83 63,9
4 1 U.> Nat.95390..| Ora, BL. 1995 & =d..| Tokio, Hondo .. 83 59| 9.5
5 _| Jouy, 1631 .. () ad.| Nikko. Hondo %3 63 10
6 _.| Blakist. 1057 & ad..| Hakodadi, Yez 85|63 | 9.5
7| 1.| Jouy, 1632 ..| (&) ad | Nikko, Hondo 84 629
8 Jouy, 815 ...} ¢ .| Tate Yama, Ho; 83 C0 |9
9 | Jouy, 1633 ../ () ¢ Nikko, Hondo vee-e . | 83160110 |
10 | .1 Blakist. 1060 ad.. lakodadi, Yez D. 16,1873 &5 66 9
11| U.S.N: . Ota, BL 1996 | J ad..| Tokio, Hondo ceee. 8L 6110
12 | U. S. Nat. . Jouy, 1634 .. (J)ad | Nikko, Hondo 86 ' 67 10
13 | U.S.Nat.91342.. Jouy, 875...| & ad..| Tate Yama, H , 1882 83 64 | 9.5
Average of 13 MAles «ooveeonnotietentneaaaetcoiaeieecaaaeaaaasennnnnaan | 83 62]9.517.5
14 | U.S.Nat.91341..| Jouy, 816 ...| @ ad..’ Tate Yama, Hondo.....| Nov. 28,1822 | 83 | 61 : 9 17.5

15 | Christiania, N ..| Petersen, ‘27‘ ¢ ad.. Shimbon, Kiusiu....... Feb. 14, 1886

84’60'9.5 18
|

I havebefore me, as will be seen by the above table, 13 male Japanese
Bullfinehes, which, for convenience’ sake, I shall designate in the follow-
ing by their current numbers.  Arranged in a row, from No. 1 to No. 13,
they forman uninterrupted series from the most extreme I’ rosacea to the
grayest P. griseiventris, the intergradation being in every respect per-
feet. Trom No. 1to No. 10 thered ¢ flush ” is visible on the under parts,
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grading insensibly from a somewhat grayish ¢ burnt carmine” down to
a just perceptible red wash over the decp ¢inereous gray. On the back
the burnt carmine tint is deeper in No. 2 than in No. 1, and from these
gradually fading until No. 7, which shows the last trau:c of reid on the
npper parts. .

It is impossible for we to draw a line anywhere in this series, but,
judging from Mr. Seebohm’s original description (Ibis, 1882, p. 371),
where lie particularly enlarges on the red color of the back, I presume
that he would refer the first six ones to I’. rosacea. If we now look at
the localities given iu the above table, it wiil be seen that among the
six first nnmbers are specimens from Kiusin, Hondo, and Yezo, conse-
quently, from the three principal islands and from both sides of « Blak-
iston’s Line;” it is also clear that true P. grisciventris oceurs both south
and north of that line.

It may be said, however, that the above series proves but little geo-
graphically, since all the speecimens are probably winter birds; that
there would be nothing surprising in finding . griseiventris migrating
south to Hondo dunring the cold season; and that even the appearauce
of a true and typieal P. rosacea from Hakodadi at that time of the year
is of little importance.

1 find, however, in the manuseript notes whieh Captain Blakiston
kindly placed at my dispesal, several remarks which are of some con-
sequence in the present connection, for it is evident that No. 6 of the
above table (Blakiston’s No. 1057) is by no means the only specimen
from Yezo with red on the back. Here are Captain Blakiston’s remarks
#No. 1057 [the one in U. S. National Musenm just allnded to], 4, I'eb-
ruary, Hakodate, flush on back, represented in Hakodate Musenm by
No. 772, Hakodate, October, which has slight flush on back, and No.
1952, Hakodate, May, good deal flush on back” Judging from the
wording, the latter specimen must be something like No. 2 of my
table above, and having been obtained at Hakodadi in May, it goes a
long way to prove that locality has nothing to do with the preseuce or
absence of red on the back or its greater or lesser inteusity geuerally.*

I have carefully gone over wy whole series in order to ascertain
whether there might not be any other characters possibly distinctive of

“bmu\ tht, above was snbmitted for publieation I learn from an article in the
Ibis, 1857, p. 101, that Mr. Seebohm, whose type specimens of I’. rosacea eane from
Yokohama, now considers this bird peenliar to Yezo and the opposite portion of the
Siberian mainland. Unfortunately I have only one very gray . grisciventris from
Hakodadi to disprove this, and Blakiston’s manunscript notes do not assist me in
this case, exeept that he mentions a Sapporo specimen without ** flush ” on the back.
That Blakiston’s notes prove nothing in this respeet is due to the fact, however, that
he ouly made notes in regard to the red specimens from Yezo, and not to the common
gray ones, which seem to be mueh more commoun. He who for twenty years had col-
leeted in Yezo, was nuder the same impression as I, that . resacea was intended for
a supposed southern race.  Nothing eould prove more conelusively how worthless is
the elaim of I’. rosacea to be regarded otherwise than a phase of the gray bird.
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two races, but have so far failed. 1t will be seen that there are only
two females in-the eollection, and inasmueh as the females of L. pyrrhude
and its races and nearest allies seem to show greater differences than the
males, there might still be some donbt in regard to the Japanese spe-
cies, bt in describing I’ rosacea Mr. Scebolim intorms us (L. ¢.) that the
females of the latter ¢ do not apparently difter from those of I’ orien-
talis”? [=P. grisciventris).

Messrs. Blakiston and Pryer (Il ce.) have already shown that there is
no difference in size, and my measnrements tully substantiate their con-
clusions.

Mr. Dresser (B. of Iur., IV, p. 100) speaks of having ‘‘examined sev-
eral speciniens [of P. cincracea = cassini] in the collection of Mr. R. Swin-
hoe,” from Japan, ¢ which are as a general rule a little more dull in gen-
eral coloration than those from Siberia.” In this connection it may be
useful to refer to Swinhoe’s own remarks (Ibis, 1874, p. 463): ¢“On exam-
ining these specimens [a pair received from Captain Blakiston] lately,
I observed that the male was typical both in size aud color, whereas the
female was large, and has a wash of white along the web on each side of
the stem of each outer tail-feather. Irom this last charaeter 1 argued
that T had from Hakodadia female I’ cassizi BAIRD.” He also mentions
having a female from the Kariles and another one from Hakodadi, ¢ol-
lected by Whitely, both similarly marked. This white mark has appar-
ently indueed Dresser to regard them as distinet and belonging to I
cassini or cineracea. 1tis now well known, however, that this character
is ntterly worthless, and 1 have, moreover, the assurance of Mr. See-
bohm, who is the fortunate possessor of the Swinhoe coliection, that
“the alleged skins from Japan are females of . orientalis” (S. in litte-
ris).* The white streak on the outer tail-feathers is less common in 2.
griseiventris than in the more northern species, but of the specimens in-
cluded in my table above it is present in Nos. 4, 8, 14, and 15.

I am, therefore, compelled to aceept the conclusion arrived at by
Messrs. Blakiston and Jouy (Chrysanth., 1883, I'eb., p. —, Amend. List
B. Jap., 1884, pp. 64, 81, and Proe. U. S. Nat. Mus., VI, 1883, p. 293)
that . rosacce is not a valid species or snbspecies. Whether it is
“a highly developed stage of plumage of I’. orientalis,” in other words,
whether the grayindividuals ever assume thered ¢{lush,” I do not know,
but I aminclined to donbt it It may be a kind of ¢ dichromatism,” as
in the owls, and probably also in Acanthis and Carpodacus. Mr. See-
bolim lays much stress on the ¢fact that neither of these species [P
orientalis and P. major] has any trace of red on the back,” bat I have
specimens before me both of P. pyrrhula (U. S. Nat. Mus. No. 93013, &,
Bergen, Norway =P major) and of P. europeea (No. 96601, &, Woolwich,
England), which have a decided red “flush” on the back, and Nau-
maunn refers to similarly eolored speeimens as very old birds (Vog,
Deutschl., IV, p. 386). This tendency of the red celor to spread over

* Cf. his recent remarks, Ibis, 1357, pp. 100, 101.
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the plumage seems, however, more common in the Japanese than in the
LEuropean birds, and is cairied to such an extreme that’in Nos. 1 and
2 of my table it also invades the white of the rump with a most delicate
tinge of light rosy pink.

No. 1is even more remarkable, for in this the exeess of red color goes
so far as to break down a chiaracter which has always been relied upon
as distinctive of the Japanese species, viz, the absence of red on the
inner tertial. In this bird the red spot on this feather is very distinct
and large, and even the large upper wing-coverts are edged exteriorly
with red.

Pyrrhula kurilensis SHARPE,

1359.— Pyrrhula orientalis MIDDENDORVF, Mém. Acad. Imp. St. Pétersh. Se. Nat., VIII.
p. 124.—SwWixNnog, Ibis, 1374, p. 463.—Brakist. & Pryer, Tr. As. Soc.
Jap., X, 1=32, p. 176 (part).

1887.— Pyrrhula kurilensis SHALPE, fide Seebohm, Ibis, 1537, p. 101.

1~87.—Dyrrhula orientalis kurilensis REEBonM, Ibis, 1387, p. 101.

No specimen of this, the latest discovery among the Pyrrhule, has
vet come under my observation, but L am indebted to Mr. R. B. Sharpe
for the following account of this species, or subspecies, which he had
the kindness to communicate to me in a letter dated November 12,
1886 :

¢ Adult male.—~Similar to P. orientalis,but mueb paler in color, being
pale ashy-brown above, instead of blue-gray, and pale drab-brown be-
low, instead of bluish gray, but faintly tinged with rosy ou the breast.
Total length, 5.3 inches [135™]; culmen, 0.45[11.5]; wing, 3.5 [S9]; tail,
2.6 [66] ; tarsus, 0.7 [18].

«Adult female.—Not to be distinguished from the female of P. orien-
talis. Total length, G inches [152=]; culmen, 0.4 [10]; wing, 3.25 [S3};
tail, 2.45 [62]; tarsus, 0.7 [18] (Mus. H. Seebohm).

& 3We have a male from the Kurile Islands and Seebohme has a pair
collected by Wossnessensky.”

Wossnessenski, according to Middendortt, found the Bullfinch on
Urup during May and August, and according to Blakiston and Pryer
it is ¢ very numerous on Eturop in September.” 1t may be looked for
in Yezo during the winter months.*

» In order to bring the subject up to date (of proof correetion) I may add, that Mr.
Scebohm in his article in the Ibis, 1827, p. 101, has separated an eastern form of I’
cineracea as P. c. pallida. 1t is distingnished by having the wing-band gray, the sides
of the head almost white, and by being paler on the under parts generaliy. This
form hails from the Altai Mountains and from the valley of the Ussuri.



